SOLDIER

six: weeks beyond their term of enlistment . . . For
this extraordinary mark of their attachment to their
country, I have agreed to give them a bounty of ten
dollars  per man,  besides  their pay running  on.1'
men took the bounty, and nearly one-half went
a few days after.
Nor was this the only evil of the policy of short
enlistments.    Another was that the new troops not
merely were green soldiers, but were without disci-
pline.    At New York Tilghman wrote that after the
battle  of Brooklyn  the   "Eastern"  soldiers  were
" plundering everything that comes in their way/*
and Washington in describing the condition said,
u every Hour brings the most distressing complaints
of the Ravages of our own Troops who are become
infinitely more formidable to the poor Farmers and
Inhabitants than the common Enemy.    Horses are
taken out of the Continental Teams; the Baggage
of Officers and the Hospital Stores, even the Quar-
ters of General Officers are not exempt from Rapine.11
At the most critical moment of the war the New
Jersey militia not merely deserted, but captured and
took with them nearly the whole stores of the army.
As the General truly wrote, "the Dependence which
the   Congress have  placed   upon   the militia,   has
already greatly injured, and I fear will totally ruin
our cause.   Being subject to no controul themselves,
they introduce disorder among the troops, whom you
have attempted to discipline, while the change in
their living brings on sickness ; this makes them Im-
patient to get home/which spreads universally, and
introduces abominable desertions."    "The collecting . . . agreed to stayessfully at Trenton, or than that which was
